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NEWS ITEMS

number of people sharing or mentioning
with their friends (again, something we
can see from the data that Facebook
provides). (M Savery).

DEADLINE for the BunkFest Bunk is
1st August 2018. Please send all your
submissions before then by email to
bunk@bunkline.uk or by text to 07506
593627. (J Denny).

NORTHERN GB No.1— It is likely
(but not certain) that Northern Gas board
No 1 could be back in June. This is subject
to all the work being completed and
signed off. The Darlington society have
plans for it in May should all the works be
completed. (D. Goodenough).

FACEBOOK ADVERTISING
provides a great opportunity for the
railway. Unlike traditional advertising,
when you pay for an article and whoever
buys the publication may see or ignore
the article, Facebook allows targeted
advertising so that particular groups of
people see the advert. We ran the advert
below during the Santa season. This
attracted over 10,000 views and led to the
busiest Santa days the railway had seen in
a number of years.

IRISH WEEKEND—Claire McAuley
and I have some big plans for this year’s
Guinness weekend, which will be
expanded to be an Irish event, complete
with Irish entertainment, snacks and
competitions. Please get in touch via
bunk@bunkline.uk if you’d like to help
out! (J. Denny)

CARPENTER—I am repairing the
water pump, which was leaking, and will
re-fit it very soon. If all goes well, I expect
to have Carpenter moving under her own
power in March/April 2018. This year is
her 70th birthday (R. Hora).

S&T STAND—the fledgling signals &
telecoms department will be taking a stall
to the Didcot Railway Centre on June 23rd
& 24th (more details in this issue). Can
you help? Email signals@bunkline.uk for
information or to volunteer. (J. Denny)

MISSING from the Collett coach:
items including a box of screws and
assorted polishers. Please can those
working on site keep an eye out for them?

SITUATIONS VACANT—we are
urgently seeking diesel drivers and
secondmen (subject to exam); and ticket
office staff.

The advert proved popular with over 120
people ‘liking’ the advert and a large
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EDITORIAL

are finding along the way are not without
benefit, and the project is starting to
become something rather akin to a Time
Team dig!

The recent passing of our President made
for a bitterly sad moment for many of us.
For the old hands who knew the man well
this was the passing of a stalwart of
preservation and a great
friend of the Bunk Line. For
those like me who missed the
chance to meet him, an
opportunity lost.

Signalling is on its way. It may take a while
for my team to begin to show something
tangible but we have great
ideas and the potential to
fulfil them.
And what about the potential
for building Cholsey Church
Halt, suggested elsewhere? I
think this would be a fantastic
opportunity for us, as an extra
attraction for visitors and
therefore funds, and one that
would be relatively easy for us
to fulfil.

That said, Sir William’s legacy
will live on across the country.
Of course, Flying Scotsman is
the ‘famous face’ of his
efforts, but it is in lines like
ours that his character and
efforts will be remembered
for generations to come.

Much to think about, much to
do, and so many ways to honour Sir
William and all he left us with.

I believe, in the projects we have coming
up, we have a huge opportunity to do our
late president proud.

James Denny

The canopy is now a huge kit of parts,
with the renovation pushing on in leaps
and bounds. Even the ‘surprises’ the team

• Contact the editor via 07506 593627 or
bunk@bunkline.uk.
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SIR WILLIAM
McALPINE

alone, we owe him a great debt of
gratitude. We even recently exchanged
emails over an auction lot that interested
both him and ourselves, being an original
GWR map of our line, prompting
discussions over who should bid for it. In
the event, Sir William was taken ill and
unable to bid but a member of CWR was
able to secure it for us. Sadly we did not
get the chance to share it with him,
though we are sure he would have
approved.

As I am sure many will have heard, Sir
William passed away on 4th March, 2018
aged 82, after an illness that took him into
hospital in December, 2017.
Railway enthusiasts around the world
have much to thank Sir William for. His
role in saving Flying Scotsman has been
the subject of several TV documentaries,
but it was not just the ‘celebrity’ locos that
interested him. Indeed, he had his own
collection of locos including Class 03
shunter D2120, another smaller 0-4-0
diesel and an industrial tank engine
(affectionately known as No 31) based in
his garden at Fawley Hill near Henley.

The Railway Preservation movement, and
CWR in particular, has lost a great
supporter who will be sadly missed by us
all.

Tony Stead
● For more details about No. 31, see the
Easter 2015 issue of The Bunk (Vol. 33, No.
1).

Sir William also took a great deal of
interest in local heritage railways and he
was President of several including our
own Cholsey and Wallingford line since
1984. Being involved in so many heritage
railways, Sir William was unable to visit us
regularly, but he was due to visit us in mid
-December when we held a meeting to
discuss our restoration plans for the
Maidenhead Canopy. In fact, this was
probably the first railway-orientated
meeting that he was unable to attend
after being taken ill.
The last time we enjoyed a visit from Sir
William was for our 150th Celebrations in
2016, although he had provided much
needed ‘behind-the-scenes’ support for us
with the local Council over the
Maidenhead Canopy project. Sir William
was very supportive of this project and, in
his role as President of the Railway
Heritage Trust, was probably influential in
our successful bid for funding. For that

Above: One of our Vice-Presidents, Lord
Bradshaw (centre), and President, Sir William
(right), are welcomed to Cholsey by 'IKB' on
the occasion of the 150th Anniversary
celebrations (9th July, 2016) of the opening of
the branch line to Wallingford.
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BUNKLINE EMAILS

I trust that you will all see just how many
benefits this will bring to the railway and I
look forward to seeing the email
addresses in regular use!

It is essential as we progress with our
many projects, and simply to improve our
public image, that we have proper “CWR”
email addresses. Not only does this make
us appear more professional to those
interacting with us it also allows for
correct handover in departments, should
someone become ill or be taken away by
some kind of emergency. To this end, the
domain name “bunkline.uk” has been
purchased for the railway (at no cost to
the society) and departmental emails set
up (see right). If you haven’t yet received
your welcome email, or need any support,
please email me at WSD85 Webmail (the
provider giving access to the mail)—
james@wsd85.co.uk—and I will help sort
things out for you.

James Denny
bunk@bunkline.uk
chair@bunkline.uk
events@bunkline.uk
loco@bunkline.uk
marketing@bunkline.uk
membership@bunkline.uk
modelrail@bunkline.uk
museum@bunkline.uk
pway@bunkline.uk
secretary@bunkline.uk
shop@bunkline.uk
signals@bunkline.uk
stock@bunkline.uk
treasurer@bunkline.uk
vicechair@bunkline.uk
volunteer@bunkline.uk
webmin@bunkline.uk

Additionally, info@bunkline.uk forwards
email automatically to chair, vicechair,
bunk and volunteer emails, and
join@bunkline.uk to volunteer and
membership.

FROM THE BOARD

hosting a very special indoor show in
Wallingford Town Hall—a chance for us to
show off model railways (including live
steam) along with our projects and some
special offers!

vicechair@bunkline.uk

Hopefully you will have seen our bright
new timetable leaflet for 2018. A copy is
included inside The Bunk and more are
available from the Marketing Committee.

One of these offers will be a chance to
enjoy a brake van ride along the line on
the 12th of May. This will give us a chance
to show the railway off to new members.

We have an exciting season ahead. Just
around the corner is a visit from the MG
Magnette Owners’ Club who are hoping
to bring about 30 saloon vehicles from the
mid-1950s, around the same era as our
engines and coaches.

I hope you enjoy this edition of The Bunk.
It is specially dedicated to the memory of
our late president, Sir William, who did so
much for us and will be missed greatly.

On Saturday 28th April, our Chair, the
Mayor of Wallingford himself, will be

Tony Stead
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Children aged 7-10 can show off their
drawing skills by designing their own
Easter egg—paper and crayons supplied.
There will be a Prize for a boy and girl in
each age group.

EVENTS UPDATE

CREAM TEAS will take place on the
14.05 trains on the following dates:

events@bunkline.uk

Happy New Year everyone from the
events team!

6/7 May—Early Bank Holiday Trains
17 Jun—Fathers Day

SANTA TRAINS—The first weekend saw
a steady flow of passengers but with
Wallingford Towns Christmas there were
not as many people as hoped. The
following weekends were a complete
contrast: our trains were mainly full and
Santa & Mother Christmas were kept
busy giving presents to our young
passengers. It really is a wonderful time
seeing the expectant & wondrous faces of
the children as they take in the carriages
transformed with the decorations & fairy
lights.

30th Jun & 1st Jul—Country Fayre
25/26/27 Aug—Bank Holiday
Gluten-free scones will be available on
request as well as normal ones.
FISH & CHIP TRAINS will run on: June
9th , July 21st & Sept. 15th this year. The
menu is a choice of fish & chips or chicken
& chips, with a vegetarian option also
available.
Bookings for both the cream teas and the
fish & chip trains should be made by
emailing the new events email account.

Having been collected by Mother
Christmas or one of the helpers, they
were taken to see The Man in Red, Santa
of course, in his Grotto, which was fully
decorated including a Christmas tree, to
receive their present.

Please note all bookings are payable
upfront & non-refundable.
COUNTRY FAYRE—Are you an arty/
crafty person who would love to be able
to sell such items as cakes, sewing,
knitting, art, woodworking—in fact
anything that you make? If you are,
please contact us for more information.

EASTER TRAINS—on March 31st we will
be hosting the MG Magnette Owners
Club who are having their annual meet-up
at Wallingford Station. Lots of MG saloon
cars will be available to look at.

PARTIES / FISH & CHIP TRAINS—if
you want to book a private party for
either of these why not contact us?

On Easter Sunday & Monday, children
aged 2-4 & 5-7 will be able to take part in
an Easter colouring
competition.
Competition sheets will be given out on
the train or at the Ticket Offices with
crayons available on board the train.

We look forward to seeing all of you, very
soon, at our running days and special
events!

Pat Hatch
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and, in several cases, unexpected
components. A great number of useful
parts were unearthed; these will need to
be collected, sorted, catalogued and
preserved soon, as many have been left
out in the open. I already have the
assistance of a member who is able to
begin restoring these parts and more help
with this will be more than welcome.

SIGNALLING NEWS
signals@bunkline.uk

Mentioned briefly in the last issue, I am
leading development of a scheme to
progressively signal the Bunk Line,
starting with the immediate priority of the
Wallingford station area.

I am now on the lookout for resources of
all kinds—financial, equipment, tools and
(of course) people—to begin to make the
plans a reality.

The first step was to obtain Board
approval for the general scheme, which I
am thrilled has been granted. The Board
were also gracious enough to appoint me
as S&T Manager.

The first job will be to collect all of the
parts so they can be protected from the
elements and examined—p/way 1 will
hopefully become the S&T store.
If you would like to get involved in this
exciting step for the Cholsey &
Wallingford Railway, please get in touch.

Plans have already started moving along
swiftly. I have begun sifting through
several inches worth of industry standards
to ensure what we propose is compliant
with all legal requirements. This will take a
lot of time and work.

.

Meanwhile, a track walk to examine
current stock revealed a number of useful
Below: The down starter signal at the west end
of platform 1 at St Erth railway station We
could see something just like this soon (Andy
F/Geograph.org.uk). Below Right: Wallingford
Ground Frames (J Denny).
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James Denny

are now stacked up and awaiting cleaning
and restoration (pictures on the next
page).

CANOPY UPDATE

Surprisingly, whilst the spandrels were
fixed to the columns with nuts and bolts,
we discovered that very few of the bolts
used to attach the spandrels to the
wooden uprights actually had nuts on;
indeed, they didn’t go right through and
in effect had just been shortened and
hammered in.

vicechair@bunkline.uk

Many of you will have seen the rapid
progress made with the Maidenhead
Canopy.
After installing a crane at the end of
January, all the pieces were manoeuvred
around the yard at Wallingford to allow a
full evaluation of the repairs and
replacements needed (below).

With the boarding in place on the external
surface, nobody was any the wiser that
the job had not been done as one might
expect—“out of sight out of mind” seems
to have been as much a Victorian mantra
as a modern-day one!

All of the metalwork has been removed
from the columns and wooden uprights—
some of this came off willingly whilst
other parts were harder to remove (see
the photo on the back cover!) but all parts

Removal of these bolts was troublesome
and a special ‘slidy hammer’ was made to
help remove them after ‘gently’ taping
them with a large hammer to free up the
paint and rust!

Below: The wooden panels with spandrels still
attached laid in the yard 5th February, 2018 (A.
Stead).
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Above Left & Right: Parts stacked waiting for
restoration (A. Stead).

the wrought iron bars that they attach to
seem original as they cover over two of
the fixing holes for the spandrels and
these two holes had only locating lugs
hammered into the large wooden uprights
(rather than the bolts used elsewhere).
This would suggest that these at least are
original fixings.

Where nails were used they were all hand
made, some being quite large (below).
Looking at the canopy closely, there may
have been some repairs made to it over
the years. Certainly, one of the wooden
uprights appears to have rotted at the
base as a new piece has clearly been
spliced in. Also, some of the tubular tiebars seem to be of a construction that is
unlikely to have been available in the
1880s, from when we now believe the
canopy originates.

On the outside of the wooden wall the
joins between the boarding have been
covered with a thin strip of wood but are
these strips a later addition or
replacements? These are secured with
little more than large modern panel pins
and sealed with mastic and there is also a
lot less paint on them.

Some have suggested that the metal tie
bars might be a later addition or a
replacement for wooden components, but

We all know how the canopy was taken
down at Maidenhead but perhaps what
we hadn’t appreciated is that there seem
to have been several abortive attempts to
chop through some of the beams. We
have found several chainsaw or
reciprocating saw cuts that didn’t go right
through. Needless to say, these cuts have
weakened the beams and further repairs
or replacements are required.

Below: Some of the bolts were shortened and
simply hammered in to secure the cast iron
spandrels to the wooden uprights, where nails
were used they were all hand made. (A. Stead).

It also seems that all (perhaps excepting
one) of the beams supporting the
horizontal extension will need to be
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replaced as they have flitch plates within
them and these have expanded with rust.

south of Maidenhead.

Yet another mystery is the shape of the
purlins, which are not square cut but
rounded on the upper surface. Why go to
this trouble? Also, why and when were
they painted red; surely this wasn’t done
as part of a NSE livery?
On the subject of paint, we reckon there
may be 20+ coats, including one where
brown was painted over a lighter shade
and then combed to create a wood grain
finish. Recently, volunteers have been
busy scraping as much paint off as
possible (pictured below).
MAIDENHEAD TIMELINE
I thought it would be interesting to give
an overview of the development of
Maidenhead’s stations. The following is
extracted from Maidenhead and the
Maidenhead Pilot by Chris Turner, GWS
Magazine 36:183-215. August, 2000).



1854 New Station opened west of
Maidenhead on the Wycombe
branch and called Maidenhead.



1863 Above station re-named Boyn
Hill—although this has been
referred to as Maidenhead Castle
Hill in some places. Closure date
not stated.



1871 New station (Maidenhead)
built for the town.



1872 Old Maidenhead and Taplow
station renamed Taplow.



1873 New station built for Taplow
and old Maidenhead and Taplow
station demolished.



1838 Line from Paddington to east
of River Thames opened, terminus
called Maidenhead and Taplow—in
reality this was closer to Taplow.



1839 Line extended but skirted the

The old Maidenhead and Taplow station
was a wooden structure, and this may be
the structure that some claim was moved
to the new Maidenhead Station. Finding
anything to substantiate this is proving
difficult, however. As stated in the last
issue of the Bunk the Ordnance Survey
map of 1879 does not appear to show the
canopy but it is unclear when the area was
surveyed for this map—obviously some
time before publication in 1879.

Below: Hard at work!. (A. Stead).

.
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Tony Stead

to work under cover on jobs like this.
Having sorted the deck out attention
turned to the axleboxes which were
dropped and serviced. One of the axlebox
underkeeps has always been missing and
no suitable replacement has ever been
found, so it was decided to fabricate a
replacement. This is a large casting that
bolts below the axle holding the axle pad
and oil to lubricate the journal. It is a quite
complex shape and so it took a few weeks
of tin bashing with the welding expertly
undertaken by David & Tom Buckingham.

CARRIAGE & WAGON
stock@bunkline.uk

Over the winter, attention has turned to
our Loriot well wagon DB998000. This was
built at Swindon in 1949 to a special
design with the deck very close to track
level, making it much easier to load and
unload and as such it is the main vehicle
used for track maintenance and moving
equipment along the line.

Hopefully we can get someone to repaint
the wagon once the weather improves
and it will be ready for more years of
service.

After years of use, many of the wooden
planks on the deck were rotten, making
the vehicle unsafe to walk on. A gang of
volunteers spent 3 weeks removing 30 of
the 42 planks and replacing them with
new wood which was cut, drilled, treated
and bolted into place.

On our coaches, attention has turned to
leaking windows in brake coach 35129.
The windows comprise an aluminium
frame riveted to the outside of the coach
and the glass is held into these frames by

Naturally, as soon as we started this we
had three weeks of rain making the job
more difficult—it will be nice once the
Maidenhead canopy is erected to be able

Below: The Loriot wagon undergoing
renovation (John Cook)
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wooden mouldings and sealed with
mastic. After many years use, this mastic
is failing and letting in water to rot the
wood. Previous repairs to seal the leaks
were only temporary so we have started
removing the windows to do the job
properly with new preformed mastic
strips which should last for many years.

new mastic and everything reassembled.
This process will have to continue for
most of the windows over the coming
months.
If you want to come along and help with
any aspect of carriage & wagon work
please drop by Wallingford station most
Saturdays.

Unfortunately, this is quite a lengthy task
as there are many screws to undo to
remove the 8 pieces of wood to release
the glass. This wood then needs to be
dried, cleaned up, treated and revarnished or, if it is too badly damaged,
new parts manufactured. With the wood
and glass removed, the steelwork behind
the wood can be cleaned up and repainted
as this is invariably rusty. Once all this is
done the glass can be replaced with the

John Cook
● Why Loriot? All GWR wagons were given
telegraphic names to help identify them
when telegraphing details between stations.
● As always, more volunteers are needed; if
you would like to help contact the C&W
Department.
● The grounded Cambrian coach at
Wallingford still needs urgent attention.

some of the 150th anniversary wagons.
As far as the new season is concerned we
are looking into getting some new stock
including jams, marmalade and other
culinary goodies. We will continue to
stock the very popular Rothbury greetings
cards and I will be making up some more
magnets too—watch this space for further
news on new stock.

FROM THE SHOP
shop@bunkline.uk

A belated Happy New Year to all our
customers from the Shop team!

Our range of second-hand
railway books, magazines,
videos and DVDs continue
to be popular and if you are
having a clear out please
think of us as donations are
gratefully received.

We were kept busy in the run
up to Christmas as we served
mulled apple juice and mince
pies to our adult customers,
which was really well
received. Keep an eye out for
this again at the end of 2018.

Wishing you all well and we look forward
to seeing you in the 2018 season!

Dave and Trish took some of the Shop
stock to Richard Standing’s recent model
railway exhibition in Reading and we sold
a number of the Railway's own mugs and

Carolyn Fitzmaurice
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railway show.
The first couple of months of the year
have been focussed on improving
awareness of the railway by ensuring we
have press coverage in the local press and
parish magazines. We have already
achieved coverage in Window for
Wallingford, which is delivered to every
home in Wallingford, and the Cholsey
monthly newsletter. The Maidenhead
Canopy (more details elsewhere) has
provided a good opportunity to get
articles in the Wallingford Herald, Oxford
Mail and the Oxfordshire Guardian. The
society has managed to achieve an article
in Steam Railway Magazine, and there are
currently discussions with two other
publications in the railway press to
improve coverage of the railway. Efforts
are continuing in both local press and
railway press, as the canopy helps
generate interest.

MARKETING
marketing@bunkline.uk

It’s been a busy time for the marketing
team over the past few months! We have
spent a significant amount of time
reassessing where to spend our resources,
what help we need and what we want to
achieve an increase in visitor numbers.
The Santa season was one of the busiest
for a number of years, despite the lack of
a steam loco, with a focus on local
advertising via social media and sharing
on forums, as well as local window and
press advertising. From discussing with
passengers during the Santa Specials, the
power of social media appears to have
paid off with great feedback from visitors
directly to us and on social media.

Later this year we are looking to introduce
online booking for trains to bring us in line
with other railways and events in the area.

Popularity of the society’s official
Facebook page has increased (in terms of
the number of followers) by over 20%
since the start of November.

Mark Savery
• See also a brief explanation of Facebook
advertising on page 3.

If you have Facebook then please ensure
that you like our page, facebook.com/
cholseywallingfordrailway,
and
help
spread the word by liking and sharing any
posts.
Our first running days of the year over
Easter weekend (31st March – 2nd April)
and The Mayor’s Railway Show (28th
April), which takes place in Wallingford
Town Hall, provide a great opportunity to
market the railway for the year ahead and
provide more details for the long term
plans of the railway on display at the
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how about wider and with a bit more
substance?
It's going to be a chicken and egg
situation. There is not a lot of cash in the
pot and we need some more pairs of
hands to get dirty—but why let that stop
us? There could be something that is just
what you have always wanted to get on
with, Like...

PROJECTS CORNER
01635 278495 / 07946 021835
timmackie@btinternet.com.

Up to now our Railway has been putting
all its efforts into keeping everything
together and maintaining our trains so
that they can be kept in use—and earning
sufficient money to carry on. It seems that
other railways that have development
potential—extensions, stations, new build
rolling stock etc. can attract more
members who are keen to be involved
with expansion while the visiting public
return more often to see what is new since
their last visit.

WALLINGFORD STATION
You will see in this issue that major
progress is being made with the
Maidenhead canopy and this is going to
do a lot for our reputation and those allimportant visitor numbers. It will also
physically help us by, for the first time,
letting us keep rolling stock under cover—
and work out of the rain.
The next phase is going to be a proper
station building.

For us it has been a little different. When
we were steadily relaying the line and
getting back into Cholsey we had goals
and a lot more members. Once we
"arrived" our latest development news
seems to have been about maintaining
the line and the occasional new
Portakabin.

The plan is not to recreate the original
station, as it can't be where it was and the
original Wallingford was never intended to
be any more than a small wayside station
on the line to Princes Risborough. Plus, in
the old days, the Stationmaster would
send to Didcot, Reading or Paddington for
everything from a loco to a mop. We have
to run a whole railway and we want to
earn money from things that never
existed before at Wallingford (like
Refreshment Rooms and a Giftshop). We
also need to devote a lot of our land to
Passenger Parking.

Of course we don't have the potential to
extend our line. Unless you have the kind
of spare cash that is beyond dreams we
can rule out a new bridge over the
Thames and an extension to link up with
the Chinnor Line, or (a bit like the old
Templecombe situation) under the GW
main line and through the hills to link up
with the Didcot—Newbury line formation.
You'll have to look for a model railway
with those exciting prospects to see what
they might look like.

To achieve all of these benefits we have
been looking at building along our
frontage, a bit like Windsor (or, hey, even
Paddington!), and, like they did, maybe
take out a panel or two of track to create
more "commercial space". To do this we

So, for us, it's not going to be longer, but
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have been looking at a local design
(Abingdon) for inspiration. This would be
modified by lengthening a little
southwards and could also have a display
area in front to perhaps show classic
vehicles. This could be cobbled and look
something like the Metropolitan station at
Hammersmith.

Station (which have been in stock
for many years), again for the
glazed roof.
Our bid for further materials from the
soon to be removed canopy at Southall
has been accepted, for the glazed roof.

AND THERE’S MUCH MORE...

These plans would enable us to host
weddings, welcome coach groups for
catering, and hire out for anything from
exhibitions to club meetings—all bringing
in vital funds.

Projects that could happen during the
next 100 years to increase the "substance"
of our Railway include :

A follow up stage will then be to increase
the sheltered area (inspired by Windsor
and Birmingham Moor St) with a GWR
glazed roof that will have drop down
transparent screens to keep out bad
weather. This area could have a lot of
opportunities for "earning" and increasing
public awareness of us—and maybe film
work.
Just to show that this is not all talk we
have been quietly obtaining materials to
help create the new station. We have the
following in stock :

Abingdon Station drawings.



GWR facing bricks and joinery from
Goring Station, including special
shaped bricks.



More of the same reserved for us
from Newbury Station footbridge
alterations.



Original Brunel columns from
Burnham Station for the canopy.



Arched roof beams for the glazed
roof from Maidenhead.



GWR columns from Royal Oak



Reconstructing our Salt Van.



A new Station—Cholsey Church
Halt—with a Pagoda shelter and
maybe even a "milk dock".



More culvert reconstruction and
maybe a new one or two.



Refurbishing the "Gloswarks"
water tank and installing it, plus
water and drainage services.



Repairing
and
constructing
platform furniture for Wallingford
Station. We have a trolley, barrows
and one bench seat in stock and
the possibility of some platform
scales. Add to this
the need for
suitcases, trunks, milk churns,
GWR notice boards and signs,

Below: A railcar for Radley stands at Abingdon
station on 30/05/62. The station building can be
seen behind the buffers. We could increase
parking space and improve the vehicle entrance
with something similar. (Roger Joanes/Flikr)
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period lighting and anything else
that will improve our looks and
maybe
entice
the
film
makers (there are film crews at the
Bluebell
most
months,
for
example).


Loco shed construction, maybe on
new land.



Refurbishing the Gloucester Van,
to be completed by it's owner.

This will all take many, many years—but
the future starts now.
Have a think about what you would like to
see added to our Railway and if you, or
some of your friends and family would like
to take part (or take on some of the
projects). Everything is going to be
needed, be it holding the other end of a
piece of wood, making some metal parts,
painting, and everything else "to make it
happen"

Then, once we have managed to make
the Railway look more interesting and we
are attracting more passengers, we may
need some extra projects to cope with
them:


A passing loop so that we can run a
second train when we are busy
(“passive provision” for this is being
built into the signalling plans).



Increased capacity at Cholsey.

Thanks for reading and in following Bunks
there will be more news and one by one,
updates of each of the possible projects.

Tim Mackie
Below: 1466 and autocoach 231 emerging from
Cholsey Church Bridge. The train could be
slowing for the halt—once we’ve built it!.
Photographer Unknown—from 1968 when the
GWS ran a series of specials. Slide provided by
John Cook—more of these next issue.
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MODEL RAILWAY

Over 230 people visited the exhibition and
£564 was raised on the door and through
refreshments, which will be split between
the Station Development and Locomotive
Funds. In addition, Dave and Trish sold a
number of mugs and 150th anniversary
wagons..

modelrail@bunkline.uk

EAST READING MRE
On 17th February, the Kenavon Railway
Society put on a model railway exhibition
in Reading to raise funds for the CWR.

Richard Standing

CWR member Richard Standing organised
the event, Myles Munsey brought a model
to display and Neil Singleton, Dave &
Trish Goodenough and Caz Gale helped
man a stand featuring Richard's model of
Wallingford station and a train simulator.

• Next year's exhibition will be held on 23rd
February 2019.
Clockwise from Top Left: John Wilkes's 009
layout Coleford—Oxfordshire Narrow Gauge
Modellers; David Morton's HO scale US outline
layout—Loddon Vale Model Railway Club; Caz
Gale operates Richard Standing's model of
Wallingford station on the CWR stand;
Whitecross Street by John Baggaley—Marlow,
Maidenhead & District Model Railway Club
(Richard Standing)

In all, there were 17 model railways
provided by the North Downs Model
Railway Circle, the Loddon Vale Model
Railway Club and a number of individuals,
along with trade stands.
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Guest Article
SIGNALLING
HISTORY
To celebrate the opening of Didcot
Railway Centre's new purpose-built
signalling exhibition—the "Signalling
Centre"—a signalling-themed gala event
is being held on 23/24 June 2018.

outside.


the diagram from the 1930s Bristol
power signalling scheme from
Bristol East—in which the track
circuits have been wired up to
illuminate in the path of trains
arriving and departing Bristol
Temple
Meads
(slightly
accelerated in time!) along with a
supplementary explanation of
what workings are taking place as
the cycle progresses.



the complete signalling panel from
Swindon (1968-2016). This Henry
Williams turn-push panel, typical
of the type installed all over the
WR in the 60s and early 70s, is
being wired to work exactly as it
did when in main line service,
including movement of trains,
operation of the panel, and exact
replication of the functionality of
the
E10k
interlocking
in
microprocessor form. This gives an
extremely realistic 'feel' to the
panel when it is being operated by
even the most experienced of
signalman (especially as it is not
expected to see the trains passing
the box from a panel, leaving no
senses to discern that this is really
a 'game'!).

The Signalling Centre includes artifacts
and displays from the complete
chronology of signalling development on
the Western:


weighted levers and flags.



a working 2-lever mechanical
frame that visitors are invited to
operate, set in a signal box interior,
working two full size semaphores,
one wooden post and arm inside,
and one on an ex-GW lattice post
Below and Over: Swindon Panel members
undergoing restoration work (both J. Denny)

The Signalling Centre will be ceremonially
opened by Francis How, Chief Executive
of the Institution of Railway Signal
Engineers, on Saturday lunchtime
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(following their Minor Railways Section
AGM which is being held in The Signalling
Centre). Visitors are welcome, and
encouraged, to be hands-on with the
exhibits, especially Swindon Panel. Don't
worry—nothing is connected to any 'real'
trains!

Junction will be attending on its maiden
outing from Romsey. This superb exhibit
has a full-size block shelf and instruments
and fully-interlocking miniaturised lever
frame, and works in a very similar way to
Exeter West with simulated trains passing
and all block working accurately
replicated. It has to be seen to be
believed, and when you see it you'll want
to watch it all day long!

There will be many other signallingthemed exhibits at the weekend,
including displays of equipment, book
sales, signalling notices swapshop, plus
tools and training systems from signalling
contractors and universities.

We look forward to seeing you at what is
planned to be the signalling enthusiasts'
event of the year!

There will also be commentated walks
around the Branch Line semaphore
signalling layout at Didcot (including the
broad gauge era equipment) and
explanations of the signal boxes. It is
planned that the Romsey Signal Box
group's fantastic model of Cowley Bridge

Danny Scroggins
● Moves are afoot to push the CWR’s own
signalling scheme forward into more formal
design stages. Why not attend the Didcot
event to whet your appetite?
● For information visit swindonpanel.org
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A VISIT TO FAWLEY

worked gradient in the UK. En route, the
train passes several artefacts gathered
over the years by the preservationminded Sir William. These comprise:

To mark the passing of our late President I
wanted to recall the day I paid a visit to his
‘private’ railway, which took place around
2007. This article sets out to remember
both the man and his railway.
The late Sir William was in many ways a
very private man and his secluded estate
about 4 miles north east of Henley-onThames lies behind a high security fence
(hardly surprising given the exhibits and
exotic animals contained therein). It is
actually possible to glimpse the bottom of
his railway through part of this fence.
A proper visit is possible though, and
although a ‘private’ railway Sir William
would throw open the gates of his house
around 4 times per annum and allow
charity–minded groups, such as car clubs,
model railway clubs and church groups, to
enjoy the facilities. The £10.00 ticket
would cover the cost of the coal with the
balance going to good causes.



The
former
footbridge



Part of the parcel depot façade
from Cardiff Riverside



A section of Waterloo arches



Part of Blackfriars Bridge



Caledonian railway railings



Part of the façades from Broad
Street and Ludgate Hill stations



The Crest of the South Eastern
Railway



The tyres from the wheels of the
Flying Scotsman.

Brading

(IoW)

Impressive! But that, in many ways, was
what Sir William’s life revolved around:
preserving artefacts for the nation.

Apart from the railway, the site has
fairground rides, Wurlitzer organs and a
terrific museum containing a stash of
automobile based ephemera (AA boxes,
old-fashioned petrol pumps etc.), several
model railways and some stunning art
exhibits.

Arriving at the foot of the gradient at
Bourne Again Junction the train reverses
and runs along the valley section to
Inverernie. Along the way, it passes a prize
length sign and an England/Scotland
border sign. A short run but a fascinating
one.

The railway has a single platform station,
Somersham, positioned by the museum.
The first section is the hill, controlled by
Shobnal
Maltings
Signalbox.
An
interlocked gate permits the train to enter
the parkland (the gate is there to keep the
exotic animals in). Almost immediately
the train descends the fierce downhill
gradient—a staggering 1:13 at its stiffest
point and reputedly the steepest adhesion

The line is fully signalled, probably
excessively so. There are clearly some
signalling enthusiasts involved!
Whereas the downhill run requires about
two puffs to get it going, the uphill return
consists of extreme effort with sound and
smoke effects to match. As it is not
feasible to convey passenger coaches due
to severe curvature, the train consists of
an open wagon with bench seats and a
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brake van. Usual Motive power is
Hudswell Clarke ST no.31 purchased by Sir
William for £100 around 1963 (about
£1,500 at today’s prices).

William. I found him most affable and
quite charming. Despite his standing in
life, there were no airs and graces and he
obligingly posed for a photo by the
signalbox together with his equally
friendly black Labrador dog.

It is too soon, of course, to know for sure
what will happen to the railway, though
Sir William put it in good hands through
the Friends of the Fawley Hill Museum, a
volunteer group, so there is a very real
hope that its future, at least for the
moment, is assured.

A fabulous railway courtesy of a real
gentleman. Both will long be fondly
remembered.

Myles Munsey
● For up to date information about Fawley
Hill, which is also a wedding and events
venue visit fawleyhill.co.uk

If you are contemplating a visit don’t
delay—it is wonderful!
Finally, it remains for me to mention that I
had the pleasure of briefly meeting Sir
Below and inset: Working hard up the fierce
gradient past the lake through glorious
Oxfordshire countryside (M. Munsey).
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James Denny’s RAMBLINGS
ITEMS for inclusion should
be sent to the editor via
bunk@bunkline.uk or 07506
593627. No charge is made
for inclusion on this page. •
BUNKFEST 2018 will be
held from Fri 31st August to
Sun 2nd Sept. More in the
next Bunk or check the
bunkfest.co.uk website. •
DARLINGTON
RLY.
PRES. SOCIETY have
announced an urgent appeal
for funds to restore NGB
No.1, which we all hope to
see back soon! To donate,
and to view pictures of the
restoration
work,
visit
drps.synthasite.com. • The
DIDCOT
RAILWAY
CENTRE are planning a
large signalling gala to open
the new Signalling Centre on
23/24. We are planning to
take a stall. See guest article
in this Bunk for more info, or
visit swindonpanel.org.uk.

• GREAT WESTERN
RAILWAY have an online
shop
selling
branded
souvenirs including Moleskine
note-books,
tie
slides,
cufflinks, pens, socks and
more! gwrsouvenirs.co.uk. •
The
OXFORD
BUS
MUSEUM will be putting
on vintage bus rides on the
2oth May and the 1st July.
oxfordbusmusum.org.uk. •
PENDON MUSEUM are
running
workshops
for
children on 4th and 11th
April. pendonmuseum.com.
• STEAM RAILTOURS
are expected to pass through
Cholsey on 27th Mar (to
Bath) and 15th May (to
Cheltenham and Worcester).
Both are Cathedrals Express
services hauled by Black 5
45212. Check uksteam.info/
tours/ for the up-to-date
info. • ST. GEORGE’S
DAY will be celebrated in

Above: The Wild Hunt Bedlam Morris at BunkFest
2004 . More about them next issue. (WHBM)
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Wallingford on 21st April,
featuring bands, Morris
dancing, Punch & Judy (all in
Wallingford Market Place)
along with a model railway
display in St. Mary’s Church a
photo display in the town hall
and children's rides, face
painting and food & drink.
wallingford.co.uk. • The
WALLINGFORD
MUSEUM is hosting a
Night at the Museum on 18th
May and are also restarting
regular town walks at £5
wallingfordmuseum.org.uk.
• THE WATERCRESS
LINE are planning a War on
the Line event on 15th & 16th
June, and their ever popular
giant bus rally on the 1th
July. watercressline.co.uk. •
WEEKDAY CLOSURES
of the Berks & Hants line (via
Newbury and Bedwyn) are
planned through the year.
gwr.com for the dates. •

Front cover: Sir William by the main
signalbox complete with Labrador dog stood
(safely) in the 'four foot'. (M Munsey) Rear
cover: Canopy fixings being “persuaded” out
(A Stead).
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